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Outline of this talk

A What is apologetics

A Why do we need apologetics
A How do we do apologetics

A How NOT to do apologetics

A A secret weapon



To Do Do Do Do

Manawatu Christian Apologetics Society
DEFENDING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH INTHE MANAWATU

Churches generally donpbow toaeferddthefpithop!l e
Apologetics requires much work, effort, time, reading, studying

Even if interested in apologetics, there is little personal support

Apologetics can seem complex I in some ways it is

Easy to be disheartened by the continual bombardment from
sceptics and others attacking Christianity

So | etds split the answers t
up into the following three divisions:
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WHAT/WHY/HOW

1. Many Christians have no idea
WHAT apologetics is

2. Many Christians have no idea
WHY we should do apologetics

3. Many Christians have no idea
HOW to do apologetics

www.christian-apologetics.org/mcas/ | manawatu@christian-apologetics.org



Manawatu Christian Apologetics Society
DEFENDING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH INTHE MANAWATU

What Is apologetics?

What is Christian Apologetics?

Image 1
He [Christ] wanits a child's heart, It IS USGfUl tO
but 3 grown-up's head. . e
C. S. LEWIS ! |earn d6f|n|t|0ns,
There are many definitions of Christian Apologetics given by many different people. One eSDECIa”y
possible definition could be: .
foundational

"Apologetics is the art and science of Christian persuasion”.

William Lane Craig in the introduction to his book Reasonable Faith offers the following dennltlons_
definition of apologetics®:
"Apologetics {from the Greek apologia: a defense) is that branch of Christian
theology which seeks to provide a rational justification for the truth claims of People Often
the Christian faith." . )
ask: owhat

Leading Christian apologist 1. P. Moreland describes apologetics as®:

"... a Mew Testament ministry of helping people overcome intellectual a p O I O g e t I C
obstacles that block them from coming to or growing in the faith by giving
reasons why one should believe Christianity is true and by responding to the
objections raised against it. Local church after local church should be raising You Should have
up and training a group of people who serve as apologists for the entire
congregation.” |
an answer:

1. s. Lewis, "Mere Christianity”, (New York: MacMillan, 1943; rev. ed.,1952), p.75.

< Dr. William Lane Craig, "Reasonable Faith - Christian Truth and Apologetics”, p.xi.

¥ Dr. J. P. Moreland, "Love Your God With All Your Mind - The Role of Reason in the Life of
the Soul", p.26.
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Absolutely! Christian apologist 1. P. Moreland writes?®:

"It is important for the Christian community to engage in apologetics for at
least four reasons.

1. First, Scripture commands us to defend the faith and gives us several
y O examples of such activity...

2. Second, apologetics can help remove obstacles to faith and thus aid
unbelievers in embracing the gospel...

We n eed 3. Third, apologetics can strengthen believers in at least two ways, For

one thing, it gives them confidence that their faith is true and
reasonable... Further, apologetics can actually encourage spiritual

apologetics? N

Fourth, apologetics can contribute to health in the culture at large...

Perhaps the greatest Christian apologist of the Twentieth Century, C. S. Lewis wrote®:

To be ignorant and simple now -- not to be able to meet our enemies on their
own ground -- would be to throw down our weapons, and to betray our
uneducated brethren who hawve, under God, no defense but us against the
intellectual attacks of the heathen. Good philosophy must exist, if for no
other reason, because bad philosophy needs to be answered.

The great Princeton theologian J. Gresham Machen wrote®:

God usually exerts that power in connection with certain prior conditions of
the human mind, and it should be ours to create, as far as we can, with the
help of God, those fawvourable conditions for the reception of the gospel. False
ideas are the greatest cbstacles to the reception of the gospel. We may
preach with a the fervour of a reformer and yet succeed only in winning a
straggler here and there, if we permit the whole collective thought of a nation
or of the world to be controlled by ideas which, by the resistless force of
logic, prevent Christianity from being regarded as any more than a harmless
delusion.
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How do we do apologetics?

Recognize recognize

et hat we are commanded to defend th
et he nature of TitihteGsbaaltsloe spiritual!!
ét he [-rmesstof humanity & the futility of their thought

éthat apologetics I s not a substitu
A The final step is always a step of faith!
A The final step of faith requires the Word of God (Bible)
A It is not a blind leap into the dark!

eapologetics builds a fertile envir
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dialogue
épray (think: wvertical communi cati on)
ebuild (long term) relationships with
éspend time with unbelievers

éinvite neighbors over for BBQ
éorgani ze an annual street BBQ
...remember the Socratic Method/Colombo Tactic
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academic

eéturn off our televisions

épursue |l earning and the | ife of the mind

éread a few books, watch some DVDsé

éetalk with others about your thoughts and meditat
éstart building an apologetics tool kit (design, r
el earn t o t hii anklyzenmeginients (e.g. logic)

el earn to think in terms of worldviews. This prov
and weakens other systems and ideologies

éenjoy it and |l earn to |l ove the |life of the mind
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Fourth steps: To be taken seriously, we will require character
wor k. Therefore we need toé

1. edevel op Godly character in our 1lives

2. edie to self, crucifying the flesh (e.g. the

3. eConfess our problems to Christ and ask for d

4, etal k with others about our personal stumblin

"The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today
Is Christians who acknowledge Jesus with their lips
Then walk out the door and deny him by their lifestyle.
That is what an unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable."

DC Talk
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Question:

What is the difference

between defending___ your
faith and  sharing__ your

faith?
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How NOT to do apologetics?

Be argumentative

Win the argument at all costs (who cares if we lose the person!)

Dondot wal k the talk

Be intellectually dishonest

Be a jerk: be arrogant, unreliabl e, donf¢
The gospel is offensive. You can be too with a little practice

Dondét ask questions (Socratic/ Col ombo).
answers.

Remember that you are better and more important than
everyone else
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But set Christ apart as Lord in your hearts and
always be ready to give an answer to
anyone who asks about the hope you
pOSsess.

Yet do it with courtesy and respect , keeping a
good conscience, so that those who
slander your good conduct in Christ may
be put to shame when they accuse you.
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The Secret Weapon

One of the best weapons in any dialogue is:
The Socratic Method/Colombo Tactic*
't 1 s really simpleé

Just ask the other person a question. Get into the habit
when talking to people to ask them:

A What do you mean by that?

A What do you think about that?

Or é
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Summary

A Christians are, generally speaking, not good at defending their faith

A Christians should know three things: (i) what apologetics is, (ii) why
we need apologetics, and (iii) how we are to do apologetics

A Christians should realize that apologetics
fard6. Faith in Christ iIs the final step e

A Dialogue is required

A Academic work is required

A Character work is required

A There are ways NOT to do apologetics

A One of the best weapons is to ask questions of the other person

A Finally T an intellectual defence is only one side of the coin.

Character (courtesy/respect) is the other side. Both are necessary.
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Kim Hill 6s radi o iBmad ®&avid,i e@Wh mwis hLai dl awos
Rules:

A Be polite

A Keep emails short and to the point

A Make sure your material is factual

A Provide good references to websites

We will have more effect if we approach them with integrity rather
than anger.
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